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Rhode Island: 1745 137

108. JosePH MANESTY TO JoHN BANNISTER, 1745.}

LiverrooL Augt. 2d 1745.
Sir, I desire you will order Two Vessels built with the best white
Oak Timber at Rhode Island, both tobe Square stern’d with 214 and
3 Inch plank with good substantial bends or'Whales. they are for the
Affrican Trade to have middling bottoms to have a full Harpin and
to carry their Bodies well forward and in the upper work not so much
tumbled in as common for the more commodious stowing Negroes
twixt Decks. To have snug heads without Rails, plain sterns, firm
Quarter pieces no Quarter Windows nor Joiners work in the Cabbin
(except so much as to sit in the Cabbin Windows) to Stern with a
Tiller over the Round house to be sheath’d on the Stocks.
Main Mast 60 feet long, Main Yard 44
feet long, Main Top Mast 30 feet long
all the other Masts and Yards in propor-
tion, each Yard Arm 2 feet a Rising
on the Quarter Deck and fore Castle
10 inches, bulk heads to be a Solid
beam a half Round house 12 feet long on the sheets, the Gun Wall
on the Main Deck 14 Inches Solid, on the Quarter Deck and fore-
castle 4 Inches, but the Timbers left high enough to Support Rails
all round the Vessel for Guns 224 feet from the Gunell, the Round
house to be 215 feet higher than the Quarter Deck 54 feet high
in the inside under the Beams, to have the same rounding on the
Top as the other Decks, for messing Negroes on lower deck laid
fore and aft. let them be ready for Launching in August next, to be
Coated with Pitch and Tarr and I will send over Cordage, Sails,
Anchors, Nails, and such a Cargoe as you shall order and will send
a Master if required to go hence about April next.

[P.S.] 2 Gun Ports Stern

58 feet long in the Keel
22 feet beam

10 feet hold

§ feet twixt Decks

109. JosepH MANEsSTY To JosepH HARRISON, 1745."
LiverrooL Septem’r 1oth 1745.
Sir, Above you have a Copy of an order which I gave to Mr. John
Banister and inclos’d you have Invoice of a parcel of Goods ship’d

[108] * Newport Hist. Soc., John Bannister Letter-Book, no. 66, p. 2. Joseph Manesty,
a Liverpool merchant, is best known as the friend and employer of John Newton during
his slaving career (this work, II. 496). Gomer Williams occasionally refers to him as
connected with the commercial ventures of Liverpool (Ifistory of the Liverpool Priwa-
teers, 1897, pp. 82, 149, 496, 518). John Bannister (or Banister), whose grandfather
and father had been Boston merchants, came to Newport sometime after 1733. In 1739
he was in London, probably to arrange connections for the business which he was estab-
lishing in Rhode Island. Not only merchant but privateer, he was at one time concerned
in three privateering vessels. Darius Baker, in his sketch of the “Newport Banisters,”
describes him as of “marked business ability, active, alert, shrewd, bold and masterful.”
Newport Hist. Soc., Bulletin, no. 43, p. 5.

[109] ® Bannister Letter-Book, no. 66, pp. 2-3. Joseph Harrison, a brother of the
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on the Queen Elizabeth Capt. James Neal which I desire you will
make the most of for my Account and take all opportunities of caus-
ing the Carpenters etc to take Goods on acco’t of these Vessels.
. . . You will find some Nails in my Goods which I intend to be
used in my Two Vessels and Expect you will manage so as no.:_mrn
the Sheating Nails and single Spikes do for Sheating them and if any
more is wanting we can easily mend it here. I wou'd not have any
Bolts in the Butts I think it quite needless for double Vessels. as you
said Iron was as cheap with you as here I have not sent any so leave
that part to your discretion but as Insurance is very high wou'd have
as little money laid out on the Vessels as possible and if heads to
them will be any Charge above £4 Sterling a Ship don't put any
more than a piece before the Stern for Securing Gamaning of Bow-
sprit. as both Ships are design'd for Guinea a great regard B:.mn.vn
had to the goodness of their Masts on the whole. the good opinion
of your knowledge and integrity has put me on this Scheme so I make
no doubt of your Executing it in a frugal Suitable manner. . . .
shou'd it happen that a Vessel of or near the Dimentions of one of
these order'd can immediately be bought Cheap * with you or of any
other Size suitable for Affrica I shou'd choose to do it and build only

one if that can be done. . . .
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136. INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL KEMPTHORNE.!
Lonpox, the 4th May 1636.

You are with the First Opportunity of Wind and Weather that
God shall send after receipt hereof, to Sett Sail with your Ship the
Loyall Factors from the River of Thames, and make the best of your
way to the Coast of Angola in Africa, and on Arrivall there, use
yo'r utmost endeavours to dispose of the cargoe of Goods, wee have
laden aboard your Shipp amounting to £1143: 12 5: 0 d. for the Pur-
chasing of 300 Lusty and Sound Negroes and Provitions for them,
according to Charter party to which wee expect vou duely conforme,
and with the Surpluse of the said Cargoe,? buy what Elephants teeth
you can for our Acco’tts. Wee have likewise laden another Cargoe of
Goods importing £173:17: for the buying Elephants teeth, wherein
you and your Own'rs are conserned as agreed in Charter party.

Having finished your business on the Coast of Angola you are to
direct your course to Jamaica where God sending you safe to arrive
deliver the Negroes to Hender Molesworth Esq'r, Mr. Charles Pen-
hallow and Mr. Walter Ruding our Factors there who will pay you
two thirds of your Freight out of them, and give you Certificates for
the remainder.

Wee expect that you bring or send home a certificate under your
Mates and Chirurgions hands to testifie the Death of all Negroes that
shall happen to dye in the voyage specifying the time of their Death,
for wee will not allow of any for dead but what are soe certified.

Herewith you have a booke signed by the Dep’ty Gov'r in which
you are daily fo enter what Goods your Barter and what you receive
for them, Signi me every Night for our Satisfaction, in cTse of
your Mortality this voyage, (which God forbid). Give the Com-
pany full advises of your procee all Opportunitys.
ies right to grant Charters and
to punish any Subjects that shall presume contemptuously to violate
his Prerogative therein, Wee have by vertue of his Maj'ties Charter
given you a Commission to Seize Interlopers, and doe expect and
require in Conformity to your Charter Party, that you put the same
effectually in execution against all vessells and Persons you shall meet
with, and find trading on the Coast contrary to his Maj'ties said Grant
according to the Instructions Signed by our Secret’ys. And for your
encouragement vigorously to execute the said Commission, the Royal
African Company doe hereby engage their Stock to keepe and Save
you harmlesse for what you shall act agreeable thereto, and grant you
one fourth part of what prizes you shall scize and be condemned. And
wee have ordered our Factors in the lantations to Secure you against

[236] ' T 70: 61.
* Despite the complaints made of the increasing price of negroes on the coast, they
were evidently not expected to average £4 per head.
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March, 1687 355
any trouble may happen to you for executing the said Commission.
We wish you a good voyage. Yo'r Loving Friends etc.

BENyA. BATHURST Sub. Gov'r. JEREMY SAMBROOKE
Gas. RoBerTs. Dep'ty Gov'r. WiLLiay LANGHORNE
W, TURNER \Wu. Des Bouverie
Hen: TuLse GEORGE Bony

Jacos Lucie Fraun Hoprecoop
Joun SuorT WiLLianm Juatrt
Joun Morice RonT. WiLLIAMSON
Joun Morcan SAM'LL STANIER
Ricu'p Crabpock Jou~ NorTH

JounN Pery

P:S. If you meete any of these Interlopers that are to Strong for
you, soe that you cannot take them, yett you shall doe well to enquire
as much as you can who is the Master and from whence the Ship was
Sett out and what is her Lading and who are the Owners or Imployers
and what is the Name of the Ship and what other perticulers you can
ry at their returne, and
that no thing be forgott or lost of the discovery you make, lett all be
1 ournall.
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