THE R:V. SALDUSL PET#RS, L L. D.
of HEBRCY, CONN,
LUYALI ST,
HIS SLAVES
AXD
THYIR KEAR ADGDUCTION.

1787,

®.C.EBIZRLL
1806,




FOREWORD.

The following description of tho men and his personal character-
tatics, from the pen of his nephew, the late ix-Governor John 5.
Petera, of Hebron, may be of Intercat.

"rr. Peters had an unusually commending personsl appearance., He
was full six feet high, roemarkably erect, of a large and muscular
body, but not fat; hia eyes were blue, and his face strongly marked
by the small-pox -- & diseass of which he became the subject soon
after he went to Englend. In private interccurse he was anlmated,
even logquacicus; and the great amount of anecdote whioch he had at
command, rendered him a most enterianining companlon. He had an un-
cormonly aetive mind, and had acquired & large store of veried 1in-
formation., He had an iron will as well as an iron frare; and whate
ever he undertook he pursuesd with a spirit of indomltable peraever-
gnee. Bis rullng passion perhaps wasg exbltlon; but though he made
- gome nolse in the morld, he probably never recsched any high point
of distinction to which he aspirsd. 4Ae a preascher, he held & bigh-
1y respectabls rank -~ his scrmona were written with cere, and de-
ifversed in & manly and impressive manncr. He loved Alngs, sdnlred
the Tritish Government, and reversd the llerarchy. Ee sped the
style of sn zrglish nobleman -- bullt hie houss in a forest, kept
his coaoch, and looked alth sonme degree of scorn upon republicans;
hence the flerse opposition he had to encounter from the ¥higs of
'74. In his domestic and private relations, he was everything that
could be desired.”



THE REVLKrRD SAMURL PrTcoRS AND HIS SLAVES.
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The KReverend Semuel Peters was certsinly an unique figure in
the ranks of the Ameriocan Torles of the Revolutlonary perlod. Sa-
brine, in his smericen Loyalists says, "The loyal condust end im-
prudence of Dr., FPeters Involved him In meany difficulties, snd pere.
hapa no clergyman of the time was more obnoxious,®

Ho waa celebrated in poem as well as prose; Trumbull, in hia
"HeFingal® refers to him thus, e

"From priests of all degrees and metrees,

Ttour fag-end man, poor Parson Peters.”

¥hatever else mey beo sald of him, 1t 18 very evident that there
was no love lostl betwoeén him snd the patriots of that dats, among
which he rightly classed the Trumbulls, and often referas to them
in his volusinous letters yet extant. C{ne of these dated london,
February 1lth, 1?8’?ig to Dr. kKathaniel ¥snn, merchant at Hebron,
Conmnecticut, saya, "I wrote you ¥ x x x by the Kovember Packet a
full secount of everything thst had oscurred, and sent my Fower
{of Attorney) to you and your father to re-olaim and possess my
land, as movables are passed swey with Jonathsn Trumbull, one of
the grentest curses Connecticut over met with; my lends are re-
stored torwe x x x X, a8 |1 have been well informed, by the sov-
erign ftate of Connecticut after ebusing them and the bulldings
twelve ysars."” 4ind agaln In the same letter, he says, "John Trume
bull, the little painter cannot with all hls virulence harm me in
thst world to whiich I tend."

Samuel Pelers was a desaendant of Sir Jonathan of Lxeter,
tngland {born 1509} throug. #illiam, a merchant of Boston, who
#a8 a brotpoer of the celebrated Kev., Hugh of that oclty, sftorwards
Cromwell's Chaplain. ®illiam the merchant had Captein ¥illiem, who
had John, who was the fatber of the Hev. Ssmuel. Haz was born in
Bebron, Kov. 20th, 1735, gradusted from ¥Ysle in 1757, ordained
Deacon, Harch 11, 1769, and priest August 5th of the ssme year in
London. '

Returned to imerlios scon after and xas rector of the churgh
at fiebron till the Fall of 1774, when he fled to England, resid-.
ing there t111 180G, when he returned to this country. FEegarding
bis title of L. L. D. he 2ays in hls letter of Kay Bth, 178¢,

"S. P, is ereated L. L. D. et Cortona Universilr in Tuskany, near
hore, the post femous In all Itely. He would not be D, €. st Cx-
ford because Inglis wasa.”

After hls return he traveled in the Fest for » time and £i-
nally scttled In New York Gity, where he lived in poverty end
obscurity until his desth in 1826, His body waas brought to Hebron
and burted in the old c&ieteory of the Chureh of England, by the
graves of his wilves., 1In 1840 his body wes removed to the new cem-
etory in that village, where & monument was erected to his memory
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by his grandson. The fnsoription upon the monmument may be of
Intsereat! '

flere Feats
until the Resurrection
tho body of
“he Fev. Samuel Potera, L. L. P.
who was born in Hebron,
Hovember XX, MDCCXXXV, 0. 5.
and_died in Xew York,
April XXIX, MDCCOXXVI, A, 4E. S, XCI.
Be was ordained in England
peacon and vriest, A, D. MDCCL1X
and
while residing in thet country
aftsr the Kevolution
was elected
though
on account of
thoze thoubtlous times
not consecratod
Biahip of Vermont,
His 11fa waa full of adventures,
adversities and trislae
shich he bofa s1th fortiﬁuda,
patience snd serenily.
Thls monument
i# ercetad Lo his memory
by his grandson
Samuel Jafvia Peters of lew Crleans,

A. D. EDCGCELIIL.



-a-

&t the time of hig flight to Englund he says that he owned
sbout twenty slaves, end in hls filrst letter written to this
country after the declsration of peace, dated July £0th, 1783,
to hia brother and slster at ilebron, he asys "After a seperation
of nine long yoars, and s cessation of hostilitlies, which ought
never to have sommenosd, between England and amerlion, I venture to
xrite Lo you for the first time to let you know that 1 live to
pray for you and bless you."™ ind he expresses his solicitude for
the alasves: "%here are Caesar, Lols, Theodorus, Pomp &nd hia wife?
And in letter of Febdb. 14, 17855, he says, "¥here and how lives hon-
eat Pomp"” "It ascems to me that Cesar might be better tenants
than ¥r. Drow®n, who usad my house and lands, not asa my tenant but
as tenant of the State of Connecticut, who had selzed it cut of my
hands, and then demanded & 30 of ye because the taxes were mors
then he expeoted.” 7 x x x x "Ais to Cssar, Lolp and the negroes,
thelr oaase will be perfect freedom by your lawe very asoon, and i
they ars hereafter permitted by your State to be my property agaln,
Cesar and Lols shall be free by oy lew.” 4And a little lazter the
same year he writes, "I hope Cesur and Fo.p and thelr femllles are
well,” in fact he always expresses the Kindllest Interest in them.

PFut it secms thet smerting undsr the ¢leirms which eere made
ageinst his attorneys for debts which be declered he never owed,
he did give orders to have the slaves sold; for in the aworn stete-
ment of Dr. David Sutton, mede to the Cenecral Aggembly in 1788,
when the alaves made petition for frecdom, Ur. Zutton says that
he ked "heard Vr. John Hsnn (Feters' atiorney) aay that he believed
he must turn out one of s&id negroea 40 settle an executlion in
favor of Col. blderkin.” ind PFeters hirself ssys, in his letter
of ¥arch 22nd, 17:&, "As to the negrocesz, I hasve told him my mind
wag nol to have them alaves provided my credltors did not zmultl-
rly ai&h e wants of your neighborz ac as to 26l aslde my inten-
tions.

%0 1t mppears that he gave a qualified order, at least to his
attorneya, John and Xathaniel Hann, of Hebron, to sell the slaves.
This they did to one David Prior of South Caroline, who ceme up
the Tharesa River in a salling veascl to & point & few miles below
Xorwich, and getlting & team, accompanied by seven or elght men,
drove across tha country the 25 mlles or 20 to Hebron, whers the
slaves lived on one of the farms owned by Fsters. This wes in
fepterbeyr 1767, sand whether it was so plonned or not, the day was
that of general tralining, so dear to the heart of every man and boy
of those days, and thers was hardly a man in the neighborhood to re-
gist the abduction of the slaves, all being at zast Huddem, and
not returning till lats In the evening. Theé slaves consisted of
cne family, Cesar and Lols, his wife, and elght children, James,
Doris, Sally, Irs, Susanash, .1iba, Lols, and Cesrsr, the youngest
e baby in armrs. Prepsrsations were made as gpcedily as possible
for the return trip, though we may well lmegine the sleves them-
selives could hardly bave been expected Lo teke an Interaest in ex-

- pediting tt, and the woren of the nelipghborhood doing everything
they ocould, culting the harnessss and placing ell posaible chatruc-
tions In the wey of a start. In the words of an oye witpess, they
"Jald violent hands on saild fam!ily, bound some of them in Irons
and threw them into s wagon and drove off sith greal preciplitation,
whilast thair orles and shrieks were sahocking Lo human naturej aas
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your deponent was an eye witness to thie scene it left asuch an
irpression on his mind as is not worn out to this dey."

Another witness says "The agents of ¥r. Pelers wors then
present and ons of taem, namely, the young man, held a drawn
aword in his band and by his words and gestures fully -indloated
to me that he would maeke use of it upon such a3 made the least
attempt to relieve the sufferors, a3 he used strong imprecations
to that purpose.”

snd still snother witness seye *yatheniel ¥ann wes then pre-
zent and held a drawn sword in his hend and aa I attempled to go
$nto the houss from whence the negrocs wore taken ha shook the
sword over my head and charged me with grest anger in bis sounte-
nance not to go In upon my peril.” This jest witness was Fa-
tlence Sutten, & nesr neighbor, and may havs besen one of those
xho helped out the hurnesscs end ninder the progresz of the 8b=
duetors.

1t wss ®ell nirsh evenling before they started for Rorwich,
with the wowen snd chlldren in the wagon and the wen and boys
tted togother behind, The slaves did everything they could to
hinder progress, one of the older boys sanaging to excape tefore
meny imilca hed boen gons Over, and after dark, the father, ne he
wnlked benind the wagon, nanaged alyly to piok up s sitone now and
then from the roadside and put in the wagon to add o the welght
and thus delay.

In tne meantime the men of the tomm arrived home from traln-
ing and were told what had happenéd in their abesence. & poouncil
of war wes apesdily held and & plen dectdcd upon to re-gapturs the
slnves, for they hed no 1dea of allowlng them to be kidnapped in
this way. 1n order that thils might be done under the color of
law they hit upon this method to acoomplish thelr purpose. 111 ish
fraves, & tallor end near nelghior of the slaves, had been maklng
slotnse for Cesar, and these ¢lothes Cesar had tuken 1n Er. Grave's
atsence, s0 Graves wonl befors ¥llra warvin, Justlce of the reaoce,
and swore out g worrant egainst Cesar and Lols and the eight ehil~
dren "8ll negro persons,” complsining "that they did in said Hebronm,
on the night next after the 24th dey of September inst. felonlously
stenl snd oarry off, tha following articles, one blue brosdcloth
coat, with vhite butticns worth six shillinga lawful money, ons pr.
of gordurcy breeches partly aorn, worth inhrse shillings laosful
money, oné sorduroy vest part finished, worth two shillings and
gix pence lawxful money, oné pr. rlowered knes buokles worth three
shillings lexful monsy.” _

Tnis was placed in the hands of the local eonstable for service,
and with a poass of six of the foremost aitizens of the town he
atarted on horaebsok, after mldnight, in pursult. They presaad
thelr horses at the top of their spesd over the tuenty-five mlles
of atony snd hilly rosd, the sparks flying from thely horses' hesla
and lighting the darkness of the night, &8 one of the pursulng
party was fond of reisiing in aftor vears, and pessed turough
forwich in the early morning Just ss’the peop.e Were getting up.

The pariy of slaves were overtaken & few nmiles below there, the
old Tatner of the family with ths selt toers frozen on hla cheeks
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sfter hls all night tramp behind the waegon. %hen the conatable
read the warrant to Cesar, Prior the kidnapper ssid, "Ehat, Cesar,
you been stealing?” "Dat's none of your business.” was the reply.
1t ts Lo be presuzed that the cocaalon of capture was a joyful one
for both capturers and gaptured.

Tn connection with this night ride ths bill of the local inn-
kxeeper wkich was afterwards taxed in the coste in the nasef-ls
interesting. "¥r. Roger Fuller, act, of experse in Graves' aoctlon
age!nst Cesar Feters elc., 1 bowl tody, 10d., 1 gill of bLrandy
¢d., 8 and 1=2 pints of cherry rum, 11s. 44., 3 pinls of cherry rum,
4s., 7 horse balta 1ls ©4., one gusrt rum, la 44. Total 10s, p4."

snder the tiem of "refreshrments st Horwich, Sept. 27, 1787,"
ere also taxed as oosts "7 breaxfeasis 7sh., 0 negroes breaklfasts
58, 7 horses bait 2sh. 4d., blttors 1a. 104," shioh with the ftem
of "refpesu-ents on road 48° leads us o cocnclude that the comfort
of the inner man wa: sbundantly looked cut for. The constable
charges "To Morwich to ilake gaid thieves, sell and six atiendants,
4% 10 sh.," end the total costs of the capture and trial were
N, 2ah. 11do ’

in Jusiioce Jourt, September Z7th, 17¢%7, befors Eaquirs kar-
vin, "The bodiea of the within nemed negross, except James,” who
had escaped from Prior before the purguers Oosme up, wWere vrought
befors his "Sorship” by Joba Gilbert Jr., consiable, and Lhey
were all found gullty snd senlenced Lo pay demages &3, fines &€,
and costs 4.7, £ah. 11d¢, "or to be whipped five stripes on the
noxed body each.” Yovember 10th, 1767, spriication was made to
the sawe sourt "for the sbove sd. delinquents to be esaigned in
scrvice sacording to lew for the payment of the above ad, Gozages,
ftnes and coats,” and they were ell as:lgned "unto Elljish Oraves
of ad, YHebron in service for and during the full term of tuo yesrs
from this time, he taking seid negro woman under the incunbrante
of her youngest ohild, and of clothing the whole of them &0 as
they may be cozfortable ip all seazons of the year cduring sald
term of tire apd deliverling s0 et the end of the sare,”

it zould appsar that Peters did not really epprove of the
selling of ihe sleves after g1}, for he writes to his agents Soven-
ber 13in, 1767, "I hope you will not have sold Cesar tefore this
tire x X x x I wish Cesar might not be acld but ho must obsy you
i1f he !ntends to pecure oy friendsnip.”

The Ouneral Assembly, at ite sesslon of Junuary 1788, upon
the petition of the slaves, emancipet d Cesar and Lols and their
eight children and anotier slave nemned Poup Hendo, and Pelers
writes from London In dipe of that yeorr "ag to Cesaer and Lols,

1 ever roani o aet thdf Pree, snd elso their children befors or
when 1 died. They nraﬁ@eleome te 1t now, as it hos more than
fulfilled the law of my.mothecr end my 40 lemn promise to her. 1If
they behsve amiss I ghall be aorry. vou have power Lo turn them
off wy lasnds, on which tlsy can claim no right, esince the Asgembly
nas frecd them on thsir éwn petition. 4As to Cesar btringing for-
aerd a sult ve. you, for selling him, 11 secus a visionary schere,
but all things but justice succeed in your oountry, expecially
when ngoinat me X X X R, 1f Cesar, sinos hils emancipation, cuts .
tinber, sue him end let hilm pay for his folly in slavery again.”
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Thie fumlly of emancipated slaves continved to reside In
Pebron, taking the famlly name of their former master, and the
1ats bBx-Covernor John 3., Peters, of that town, used Lo refer to
them as his "colored cousins.”

sn srticle from the BARTPOND CUDRANT of July 24, 1760

Hartford, July 24.C

rue hesr from Hebron, that on Sunday the 24th June, last, the
rgy'd ¥p. cemuel Feters was married to ths delicate and emiable
Mtas abigail Gilbert, daughter of :gmusl Gilbert esqj of that place
- and irat on the 14 of Instant, July, about 11 o'clock et Xight,
trts plessant Bride, departed this Life, (by an Illneas, termsd by -
the hysiciens an inpreoper Choreéa fonata Viti) after § days Illness,
to the inexpressible Grief of her Consort, Parents, Crethern and
reguaintances; and on Sunday the 16th inst. her hemalng were 4n-
terred in ot. Peters' Church in Hetron. Upon which Geosmelon |
there aipesred & Very great oonoourss of Fecple, in whoss Counte=
nances arpesred the greatest pisappointment, Consternation, and
Lementstlon ever seen in Hebron. The Eev'd gr. Joun Tylir of
nopuich nerforned the Duties of the Day, end the Funerszl Cbsequins)
being 1€ Deys betwein the Nuptials and the Hllent Orave.

ver Curteins that were made of the Gold end “ilver Lhreed,
to .scorn her Lodzings, are furled up being changed for a napkin
end a ®inding Shost, spun by the tplder and the ¥orm-~--the Hars
reige and festal Cays were begun and carpried on with proper jJoy -
end solermnlity; bute---thelr end s Pegth, without Csnelng, o
a merry sood.

sen dying ones they
die no 1ore,
The Groox has Time Lo
think and Death
explore.”

The sequel to thia sad tale o quaintly told, is the folluwing
1ngeriptlion no less gusint, teken from ker gravestone In the old
cemetery of tt. Peter's Chuseh on Godfrey Hill in Yebron, on land
that was aeoded to the "foolety for the Fropagstion of the Goepel
in Forsign Parts,” by the Kev. John Bliss, "firat dlssenting min-
jster in Hebron,” in 1734: .

Phers 16 interred ye

Corpse of ¥rs. rbigeil

Peters a socond Gon

sort of yeo Revd ¥r. Sam

uel Peters a Daughter
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of osexiol CGilbert

Esq by Hre. Abigeil his

wife born January 3lst

1752, end married June

£5th 1769 and died July 1l4th
1768 & Wadding Chen

ged to lLamentetion ye
Gpertest Greif in el}
Craetlion e Hourming

Groom in Desperation.”

It is waid that this eplteph was written by the “Mourning
Groom® nimself and it is eesy o believe from s familinrity with
his oomposition snd figurss of sprech thet such may heve Yaen the
CrRgt, ' -

waotations from unpubrlished letters,

W BE ewk W mh et W ar am WY YR e e e am Wb A g

Jot. 24, 176¢. "dr, iookwoud's osinlon of my lotter (to Hr,
vyler) is8 pleesing} 1t sermg thebt he spproves of {te sense and
lenmanpe. 48 to bie opinion ooneerning my sh{lities, it is of
no consequenosl tut I would remind him t: at Dr, Gtyles Luputed the
Hiistory of Conneeticut to me, whish 48 deomcd here to be the bogt
inclish extants The reecon of thie contreriety of osinions ie,
~tyiss thoutht ne whould 30 md hurt by $mputing the Eistory to me,
snd wotgmood thlnks he can lsssen we bty denying me the honor of
n gJa&ﬂthin:, 1n hig ooxinlon. Invy 18 the rottanness of the
tones, '

Feby. 12, 1787, “If Dr, Pomeroy yet lives I beg my
regpecis may be offared hirm, &8 well as to Mr, Lockwood, whose
prefudice arainst my wbilitles erises from his envy to the Chureh
of which his educsiion precluded him from mowing anyihing srout,
iet b iz a sensible men end & good scholsr and would meks & fig<
ure In the literary world if he nsd not confined his studiss to
Andover and 41d not look up to Ur, Fers Styles for wisdom and
enndour,

April 1€, 17687. "Le bave sent you two Bishops, ihite and
Provost, on the sams princinle thet fod pave Saul to he Eing over
& eanineaying poople, to divide snd ruin your ghurch with di1fferant
syetems in sn Eplecopsl line, es sre in your Staten--half Frége
byterian end h=lf Episcopel, hslf nothing end helf infidele,®

huge 13, 1787. "1 apprshznd your eountry is not worth one
penny, but I snell g0 and soe-it next yesr, noteithstending Lr,.
btylee and otnere in your country sey I wrote the History of
wonnecticat, #nd those characters in the H¥apezine, without nny
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" ¥ind of proof, snd yot will not sllos me espable of writing the
letter to #4r, Iyler, which 18 not &9 wsll dune ns the higtory,."

Regarding his coolnoss towards Iunglis, with whom he would
not teke a degree at yxford, he says in letter of Sept, 4, 1787,-
"Cnearles Inglig, an Irish Taylor, = 14 for his pasuspre from Pole
fret to Pniledeipnis sbout 1754 end afterwsrds roctor of lew York,
12 sppointed Bishop of Hove [cotis by the Graca of Georce, in ‘
comnliment to his Anmericen born subjects whoss loyelty doserved
it for noting 1120 the ¢rene whon she put her head into the fox's
mouth to pull out = bhone from nis throst. ILr. beabury, the .
frenbishop seys, would have been mopointed Bishop of ke 5. instead
of en Irishman, but for his defection which ain hng been imputod
to all notives of Amorica, on wiom Fugland gays they cennot doe-
pend, only wlien they are hewars of wood snd drawers of weter,”



