JACKSON COUNTY — 1868
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. Mass Mecting at Mariauna.

A large Ratifldution Mase M ‘ol Rapeb-
licans was hold at Mariauna on the 7th insl., at
which'tho -fullowing resolutions wore unani-
mously passed.: * - -

‘Wheroas; The Unitod States Congress, in ths
fullnoss and’ goodnoss of its power, made smooth
for ua tho road o froodom, mnd. bid_us march
under thoir lﬁumjlmnt bannor into the gojden
fiolds of poaco and wpuality ; an
- Whercas, Major. . W. Jv Purman, Kmanual
Fortune, T C. Armistead "and Humer Bryaa,
our follow ciGizonyand dolegates to the luk:cyon-
stitutiopal Convention of the State, carriod out
with . unfultoring fidolity tho ‘Reconstrdction
Laws of Congrosy, and asisted ‘in establishing
forover our principlen. and rights on the immo-
viblo foundativns of law and justice;

. "Phorvforu bo it resulvod by this mesting of the
citizons of Jackson county, that the action of
our nbove namod dolegntos in tho lato Constitu-
tionnl Convontion,  thorvby making a safo and
suro ground work for our rights, only (ulfilled |
our requost, nnd now roccives. our most cordial
approlution, for without this astion our Conati-
:::2119 would have beon built on s foundation of

Romolved, That we ondorss and theak our
delegates fur the unimpasmsioned, fair and egqual

mannor in which they legislutul upum the righte
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and privibgos of all citizons, fur the noblest
winciplo fu politics sa well e in businos, is “to
li\m and lot five.” .
Rusoived, That all the poople of the State,
who lovo pence and justico, cun now shake hands
togothor us frionds and brothers upon the edui-
tabls Conatitntion frnmed by the lute Convon-
tion, andethal wo, who novor wked for more
than our Hopublican aqual rights and chances,
commond aguin our dolegutos for their wisdom
and dovotion, and declary ta thu, “Woll doas,
1 and fuithful sorvants, our lusling confl-
m-o sl bu your honor und rowand.”
Rusolvd, ‘IMint in our candidates, 1on, Hare
vison Noud, for Uovorner, Hou. Wm, 1L Glos-
s, for Livut. Govornor, and Colongl C. M.
Humilton, for Congrussman, wo have the unus
sunl furtune of having the nght men for the
righit placos, mnd-wo p“odxo them our voles with
ws mach ploasro na,in the pust wo roccived the
many pledgs of their dovotion and worthines
in the causs of fivodom and patriotion, and 1n
them the vountry has truo sud teiud friond
wha will nover fulter in their lubors for the g
and happinew of all the people of the Btata,
Kewolvd, ‘T'hat thoso resvlutious bo forward-
ol fur publication W the Florida Univa, at Jack-
sonvill, the ongan of the Rupublican party of
the Mato ot Flerida.,
. CaLvix. Routrs, 'rosideat.
Dr. Finlayson, Socrolary. | :
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Crime in Jacksen County. -
- It is impossible to oonceive 'the means
wheresby a foundation could be had for ibe
exaggerated statement of crimes commit'ed im

this county, as stated by the Assembly Com-’

mittee on Outrages. It is even doubted if the
fertile imagination and boundless capacity to
lie and slander, which .are charscteristios of
W. . J. Parman, Senator from this distriet,
with his ' ready olan of perjured witneascs,
counid produce s number) 80 greatly in excess
of the ‘real figurer. - Yot the report of-the
Committee so reads, and as published s c,oui'
.gidered official and authoritative. It BRYE: -
Messrs. Wallace, Stearns, of Escawbis, an
Butler, form a specisl committee appoioted
to investigate into the causo of crimes sod
other irregularitics perpetrated in cartain lo.
calities of the Swate, sabmitted a long report
obarging Jackson, Lafayette and otber couns

ties (whicn they don’t evep mention) with -

béing hot beds of secession, where defence-
less men, women and.children buve been and
are being murdered because they dare to
think for themselves; that one hundred and
sighty-four murders bave been committed in
Jackson in three years, and that the President
ought (0 be requested to declare martial law
in said county. The report was doubiless
written by Senstor- Purman, and will be un-
derstood. Such slanders
from such men.

generally emanate

The following minority report was reesived - -

the same com

- lon. M. L. Stearns, Speaker of th Assembly:

* 8mm: The undersigued, members of the commitiee )
1o inyvestigate outrages in some of the éountien of this

; Stats, would ‘beg leave o stats, on their own behall,

that they differ in some ungorhn‘t p-iots fromthe
majority of the committes., It cannot he denfec that
in the county of Jackson there is much disorder and
has been much crime, which has not been brought to
punishment.. But it mnst be admitted also that all
the.witnesses whose testimony has been taken are of
one side in politics, and. without any intention to im-
peach the veracity of those witnesses, fairnessre.
quires thatin making up an impartial opinién, ‘both
sides should be heard, This s elﬁllly troe in
G:.“ of high political excitement, which is the siate
snciely in that county at thig tinie and for seversl.
yoars past. It is not reascpable to suppose that all
the crime in such a oase would be on one side.. The-
undersigned would therefore ask that due al owfnce
sboyld be made in forming an opinfon where thé tes-
timony in & case of high political excitement is from
only one side of party politics. ' : C
- . J. Browsx, Chairman.
' L. B. Raoprs.

“One hundred and eighty-four murders in
Juckson county in three years!" This iis p
stupendous lie. Yet 80 low, so base, ro vile,
and lost to honor, honesty and evon shame,
bas-the Legislatare of Floridz become, that
it merely oonserves political purposes and.
to further party ends. What g:utor iniquity
or more damning act could be conecived of
man than for one who bas been :honored by
becoming the servant of the people to wil-

fally dishonor and disgrace that trast by |
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slandering
ferred it !.
the rei
Thefollowing is & true summary of all the
crimes of high grade which have been com-
mitted in the county since the conclusion of
the war-—1865—embracing ‘nearly seven
years, as compiled from the best sources of
information. "A written statement, of which,
in detsil, bas been submitted o those who
have occupied positions by whioh tkey would
deal and come in contact” with the facts of
perpetration of crimes, and ‘every instance
added up to date: _ .
Murdered and assassinated.......... besseniories 28
Kilied by ¢auses and for causes unknown.........
Killed In fights, brawls and encounters............ 17
Juastifiably killed by oficers of the law..... Cesven -9

Killed by accident or casualties.......... seseiens 14
Killed in the commission of a criminal act........ '8

and traducing these who con-
Such is the continuous kistory of

of socaliawag-carpet-bagism " in

Tofal killed sinoce the surrender........
Rapes committed by oolored men, ...
0 e « ¢ white «
Assanits with intent to murder...................
Incendiarisms by colored men............. peseves 1
False imprisuncments by ¥, Buroau Agents, very:
aggravated cases...,...

TOtAl CTImOR... ..o e vaeneinennanenniennseer. 108
There are pzobably a féw cases which have
failed to be recollected, but eertainly noge of
importince, ' N i

..........
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 Bix of the oases mentioned under “Maur-
dered or Assassinated” were -committed by

who thereby endeaver to escepesrrest. Horse
thieves and aggravated cases of this oharaoter
are generally summarily dealt with.

The amouns of crime which has been per-
petrated in the county is very great, but when
it is remembered that C. M. Hamilton and
W.J. Purman arduously labored for two years
to aredte dissatisfaction, cause disagreement

-and endanger and increase hostility and en.'
mity between the two races, it is not to be
wondered that their hellish teadhings shounld

ave resulted as they have. When the seeds
of enmity, batred and malignity are sown, its
offspring nurtured in iniquity and crime, it is
nataral and legitimate that it should blossom
in bloodshed and lawleestiess, and fruit in
murder, arson and rape. - But ‘with all the
lawlesanass and oriminal tendency which have
exigted in the eounty, there has neter been a -
time when an officer could not rally the coun-
ty to the enforcement of the Iaw. . There has
never been-a time when the supremacy of tke
Iaw has. been ‘attempted to be subverted or
failed to be recognized and regarded by the
people of the couunty, -Oourts of justioce
oouid at all times have been held and their
decrees and mandates obeyed end exeouted.
If there has been deraliotion or failure in
this partioular, it is due to the dastardly ad-
ton whioh has been foisted mpo
dﬁ;.&u.b)th aid ‘of bayonets and tbg

cile, sad infamous reign, and not be
imputed 10 the people. R
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