Connecticut Runaway Sale Advertisements

Advertisements offering rewards for runaway slaves were a common feature in colonial Connecticut
newspapers. Beyond documenting African Americans' attempts to gain freedom, these ads offer intriguing
clues to the everyday life and characteristics of enslaved people during this time period. The detailed
descriptions of the slaves' clothing and physical features (included by the slave holder so his readers could
easily identify the escaped slaves) evoke powerful although incomplete images of these early black residents
of Connecticut colony.

All images on this page are from America's Historical Newspapers, an Archive of Americana collection,
published by Readex, a division of NewsBank, in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society.
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Rup-away ‘from. the Subicriber,
sbodt » Month 135, 2 Mélaito  Mah -s’a‘ti-;anﬂ_&::nitd fMimke)‘Mux,
sbont 38 years old, white Complexion, of a'micdle Stature, broad-
Shoulder'd, 2id very rpuad back end floops/muchiad he walks 3
weans his ovn Huir, and can Read . \Wijte and/&'ypher well; natus,
rally*gbod Temper'd, buﬁ Crofs #nd Sdcly when &:niéiiqepr has
enter’d him,"(which hie-has'a great'Inclinatiop tof . He -hall 'on when
he went away a fpeckled Rinel Shirtyand 4. white'ghtlix_one ;ovar
it, light ‘colour'd kerfey Jacket ,and sBreeches new pand, hiodfem
white-mettléd Bugtons (with holes in thg ,:nldgle f the Buttont)
A red duffe] Gremt Coat_grey'yarn Stockingsand brafs/Bickles ig
hix'Shoes.. He i1 Yuppofed to ‘¢ *fone o' Liébahioh or 'Siciington.

sWhofrever ,will, takes up faid Ecrvant,jund coiveyibimito ¢

Subfcriher, fhall be, piid TEN QOL,{,gRS_Rcmrd..;igd-al '

ncteflary ¢ harges, b . PYGAN,_ADAMS; -
New London, 6th Jan. 176t. M. S22 ¢ e
' almere” Lottt i e s 3 N

Ishmael Runaway Advertisement
Courtesy, America's Historical Newspapers, an Archive of Americana collection, published by Readex, a
division of NewsBank, in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society
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- New Lomfa# 23 July, 1761. v
Ran-away oo 1 uclday Morning

the z¢ft Inftant. s Negro Man called junru, abont 2 Years uf
Age, born at Lymg, ia tcnmcncuf. sbout 5 Feet g Inches high,
2 well built Fe.low and remarkably Streng. good at all Manmer of,
Labour,and is a prime S&lor, has a kina of Scar about his Mouth

 like the Small-pox, has & fm#@ll Mouth, s flat Nofe, i ¢lining to one
Side ; tock with him agrey Coat, one white and one firip'd Jacket,
twe pair Trowfers, one pair blne cloath Breeches, white Thread
and grey wenfied am&g {psaks good Englif, and 18 very talk-
_ative, {peaks niuch of his being (] F ree man, and will éndeavour to
pals for fuch, having got # falfe Pafs. ——Whoever takes up the faid
Negro and brings’ him t6 Rocex Gissow, in New-London, or |
fecures him in any of his Majefty’s Gals, {o that his faid BMafler
may- have kim sgtin, fhall have FIVE POUNDS Lawfol Money
Reward. N. B. ’'Tis almoR certain, that he intends to
go off in fome Vcfiel, therefore all Mafters -of Veflels aré h:rebr
forwarned not to Harbour him us they will be prot’ucutzd I.O the
utmoft rigour of the Law. :
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Jorden Runaway Advertisement
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division of NewsBank, in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society
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p , RAN-away from me the ,;

"8i fcﬂbur;ihh [Ph Iuﬁnnt 8
Muluito Wdilin ndméd BJL-
S
7 thick bilt, well'prégontivatd
S ’WEnéh : had © nr browa thirt’
mhllq(:lu:k httolt'.-mﬂ:l1t $
ﬂuﬁ*Gpwu, bare'd with, Yellow ub] e can-" g da
hiet Quile: and c¢heck'd lndén Apion black  Wh
filk Hdabet, ' argé paly Ao 1A Moe &) skoe.” tura
Duckles s miy pofibly'pratiiid Vo be'a Fide" ha-i
Womn, or may Chanpe het ¢ arel l'drw DO)
Munct’.’!oxthla g All M“lllmo Vﬂl‘ lme Cha
nutionud‘ﬁom cihxlln ‘off fald olit}0, . +M
Wenth |'n°f.s i M (1 M b'ii‘.t? ﬁ

i eity’s F ,

Mivp I OU’R OL’LA SRew’td?:hd néc cfg v
fll‘i’ hugh ald’by _’?’JRED J:LIUT.‘ 1,
fﬂug'wurrb fl!dr. at, 1764 ..% )
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Bilhah Runaway Advertisement
Courtesy, America's Historical Newspapers, an Archive of Americana collection, published by Readex, a

division

of NewsBank, in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society
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U Ny B Ninke
e ‘ from Ralph Ifages;a lu[‘ty
qudene” Negra Man"s Hé é'had’ an
e 5 When,,hc"’went awayy’
skas Coattrim’dyiwith Gréen,
anid er:ctlb -accl -, bior . Clthre:cHi:s}: i
Check’ en hirtyrtook™ wit
hlmqi blku‘zgc?mﬁ Coacfwlth a rcd
" Cape, a white Shirt, with a wide |
Caliar and Rn&bat}ds, falks bad
"Engh/b and brolcen Fi mc?a Who-
evpr,mll“tch up faid . Negro, and
fend him, of (gcurc hin fo that - il
Mafter miy have him again, fhall be
'+ well rewitded, : ** &7 )~ I
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Ralph Isaacs Runaway Advertisemen t
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.. Odober orh 19645
RAN.AwaY frﬁgri: ’(;{Zi‘:b‘.i‘ in'
Conneéticut, a Spanifh Molas:
to Slave,named *HAROAH
about 5 Fe€t 10 Inchies high,
well fet; wore thére Hai# (b
g thay have cut it"off§ ¢t hdise
ably Talkutive toappearance )
artful and plealant in his Manners aiid Behg.
viour,plays on aVielin,& had oae with hig 5
when he went away had on o lltir';c}fgre:‘y"1F
Bgnrﬂtin(Coat. a firip'd Flannel Watlicoaf
without Slezves, ‘cloth colour'd Breeches!
Stquiqga uncertain, ayhe carried' & Vatigty
with him in a Bag with other Cloathing; #rafy
Buckles in hls 'Shoes, Whaever taked ynd:
{ecures faid ‘Slave fo that the Owrier ma by
hirh' Bgain, fhall receive FIVE” DOLKARS"‘*
Reward with neceflary Charges ﬁlfd; 't

by Jous Mumrorp, of Colchefler,
N. B, All Matters of Vefleli dnd Oihejs?
aré “forbid harbouring -or cafryipg off faid’
Slave, tds they'tiall anfwer it at thelr Peiif, 4
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Pharaoh Runaway Advertisement
Courtesy, America's Historical Newspapers, an Archive of Americana collection, published by Readex, a
division of NewsBank, in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society



