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people that followed the abolition of slavery in the nineteenth century, and
which accompanied the internationalization of waged labor embedded

in the period of globalization between 1850 and 1914 (Stalker 2000; Tilly |

2004). Predominantly poor and working-class men and women crossed
borders, clandestinely or not, to find new futures, enduring systems of
bonded labor and indentured servitude that positioned and maintained
them as cheap, disposable labor forces. Women sought to independently

and domestic‘partners, but also as workers in their own right-—servicing
and reproducing the migrant work force, sometimes obtaining new free-

doms through non-marital sexual relations and work that could include

prostitution (Guy 1991; Walkowitz 1980; White 1990). Nevertheless, nar-
ratives about the mobility and trade of women’s labor and bodies u’nder
Nineteenth-century contract labor, indenture, and debt-bondage systems
1gnored the impacts of colonialism and demands of patriarchal, racialized

notions of “loose” sexual relations, degraded feminine sexuality and the
Immorality of migrant men. In the njneteenth—centtlry narratives, women.
were often portrayed as coerced, deceived, lured, trapped, kidnapi)ed and
forcgd into prostitution, explained by the “natural” sexual depravity’ and
uncivilized character of (im)migrant communities. Consequently, as oc-

century, and for Indian women under British colonial indentureship sys-
tems in the Caribbean after the abolition of slavery, the women’s lives and
movements were subjected to laws and policies that restricted or even
banned their migration.® -

- The hineteenth-century narratives on gendered international migra-.
tion patterns set the stage for what a number of scholars have identified as
aracialized social panic about the “White Slave Trade.”” The ever-growing

number of women traveling abroad for work and new life opportunities

caused great anxiety and suspicion among middle classes and elites, and - |

even though a major concern was the arrival in the global North of men
and women from Asia and other places in the global South, it produced
ideologies about the entrapment and enslavement of, particularly, white
Wes.te.m European and North American women in prostitutio;n.8 The
panicinstilled in the European-American imagination a notion of the bar-
baric, uncivilized, non-Western Other who brutalized and violated white
women, while serving to restrict all women’s mobility and sexual freedoms
(Doezema 2000; Findlay 1999). Narratives about the white slave traffic
came to'dominate international attention around the subject of women’s
international migration and mobility and led to a series of international
 debates and conventions in the early twentieth century, starting with the

1904 “International Agreement for the Suppression of the White Slave Traf-

TR

E avery particular script about women’s sexuality.

X
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fic.” The international agreement, which was initially formulated to halt

“the procuring of women or girls for immoral purposes abroad,” gave rise

- toa plethora of nationally defined law enforcement and policing efforts to
| eradicate prostitution. It was a campaign to abolish the morally defined
f “social evil” of prostitution through control of women’s movements, and
in effect exercised control over women’s sexuality. Moreover, as Emma
| Goldman—a staunch advocate of women'’s sexual autonomy—astutely
i noted, the anti-white slavery crusade that became synonymous with an
- anti-prostitution campaign was supported, if not led, by Western European

and North American middle-class feminist reformists who sought to “save”

:, their “fallen” sisters.” The anti-prostitution feminist approach imparted an
L imperialist bourgeois logic to early anti-traffick

ing campaigns, containing

SEX TRAFFICKING AND CONTEMPORARY ABOLITIONISM

| Between the two world wars in the twentieth century, t;he moral panic

over women’s mobility and involvement in the sex trade appears to have
- subsided. In the post-World War II era, with the new surge of capitalist

globalization and Western economies in recovery, male labor migration was
| often demanded for new and expanding industries in the global North,

with women being pushed (back) into family-building arrangements and

-domesticity, their mobility and sexuality severely restricted to the home

and nation. The containment of women'’s sexuality to specific spheres was

reinforced through the passing of the 1949 United Nations Convention
|- for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the

Prostitution of Others, which replaced the earlier international agreements

on white slavery and which continued to take the abolition of prostitution

as its main objective. Interest in the subject of trafficking was revitalized
in the 1970s, highlighted in the first instance by feminists concerned with
-~ the social impacts of the reconstruction and development of the South-
- east Asian region in the aftermath of the Vietnam War and the continued
- stationing and servicing of US military troops in the region. Sex tourism,
| mail-order bride arrangements, militarized prostitution, and coercions and
. violence in the movement of women from poorer to more affluent areas at

I home and abroad for work in leisure, relaxation, and sex industries were

L' paramount in the early campaigns (ISIS-wicce 1990/91). “Sexual slavery”
¢ was claimed, from a radical feminist perspective, especially from within the
j  USwomen’s movement, to be central to this understanding of trafficking,
L and it was taken to epitomize the very worst of patriarchal oppression and
| the greatest injury to women."® The patriarchal institution of prostitution—
. butalso marriage and the family—was defined in this feminist approach as
| inherently violent and abusive for women, and those who participated in
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such institutions were believed to be deceived victims of male power and »

privilege. The conceptualization of “woman-as-victim” that was deployed
by the US women’s movement during the 1970s to demand recognition of

the injustices of patriarchy, and which borrowed from political struggles

and definitions in the 1960s that stressed black victimization at the hands
of a white racist society, formed an integral part of the narrative (Barry
1984). Women's freedom rested then on the complete abolition of those
institutions that enslaved and victimized women, prostitution included.
. While the idea of sexual slavery could immediately arouse horror and
indignation through the invocation of the experience of black slavery, and
allied comfortably with liberal concerns and anxieties about human rights
abuses under,late-h/ventieth-century conditions, by 2000 it was exchanged
for the term “sex trafficking.” Established through the US Trafficking in
Persons Act to designate a “severe form of trafficking in persons,” the
notion of sex trafficking was popularized through the advocacy and
writings of feminist scholars and activists such as Janice Raymond and
the US-based Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (CATW) (Hynes
and Raymorid 2002). The exchange of terms did not, however, change
the paradigm, but enabled anti-prostitution analyses and sentiments to
fully reinsert themselves into a discourse that, as Lin Chew points out in
chapter four, was increasingly becoming defined as a labor migration issue.
Since its appearance, the notion of sex trafficking has come to dominate
this particular narrative on human trafficking, specifying the exploitation
of (migrant) labor in the sex trade as intrinsically harmful to ail women.
Anti-trafficking campaigns designed within this perspective advocate the
abolition of prostitution, a greater criminalization of various aspects of
trafficking, and the “rescue” of young women and girls from international
and national cross-border sex work.1! Migrant women and sex workers, as
agents who may consciously and willingly cross borders in undocumented
status in search of a livelihood or a better way of life, and/or who exchange
sex as part of this process, are classified in this framework as “sex slaves”
or “trafficked victims.”

Sex trafficking narratives in the twenty-first century differ little from
the earlier white slavery and sexual slavery beliefs, despite the quite dif-
fering global conditions of their emergence. Similar to yesteryear, the nar-
rative takes to heart the abolition of prostitution, and makes an appeal for
an end of violence to women or, in contemporary terms, “gender-based
violence,” from an approach in which certain acts or situations are consid-
ered always and inevitably oppressive to women, such as female genital
surgery, veiling, or rape. Universality, as Wendy Hesford and Wendy
Kozol point out in their discussion of twenty—first-century women’s hu-
man rights discourses, “provides the framework for understanding acts
of violence and oppression against women within national and global
contexts,” where it is considered that “some acts are s0 heinous that any-
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where and anytime we can recognize them as such” (2005, 16-17). The sex

~ trafficking approach does not operate independently, but has developed
 inconversation with, or has drawn its power from, other movements and

narratives. Building from the white slavery and sexual slavery narratives,
it too depends upon the history of black people in the Americas to speak

* about conditions of forced labor, and similarly reproduces the uneasy, of-
ten exploitative, historical relationship between white feminist and black
p  emancipation movements. In the following chapters Josephine Ho and

Melissa Ditmore point out other reliances and alliances in, respectively,
Taiwan and the US. Both authors describe the meeting ground around the

 issue of “sex trafficking” between liberal and radical feminists on the one

hand and neoconservative governments and Christian fundamentalists on

~ the other, which in both countries has led to demands to curb women’s

struggles for sexual self-determination and autonomy. The marriage of
twenty-first-century US feminist ideas about sex trafficking to neoliberal

 abolitionist formulations about “modern-day slavery” adds to this pic-

ture. The modern-day antislavery approach dwells on the abolition of
institutions and conditions of force and violence that enslave humans,

- prostitution being identified as one of the main institutions that violates
- women and girls and restricts freedom."? A defense of a notion of univer-

sal human rights stands front and center in the work of the “modern-day
slavery” abolitionists. Defining the alliance as “contemporary abolition-

.~ ism,” Elizabeth Bernstein describes it as “the growing cadre of evangelical

Christian and secular feminist humanitarian projects that have emerged to

 reclassify all or certain forms of sexual labor as ‘slavery,” to press for laws

that punish the individuals who are deemed responsible for this captivity,

L. and to vigorously pursue sex workers’ rescue” (2007, 129). The movement

appeals to a particular morality about how sexuality should be expressed,
about who has a right to citizenship, and about who may have access to

- the benefits and wealth accrued from capitalist exploitation of the globe.
- Sex trafficking abolitionism claims a moral high ground and mobilizes
- auniversalizing concept of human rights, and the narrative finds easy
b resonance in neoliberal feminisms worldwide, as well as in humanitarian
. projects that are implemented in a variety of contexts.”

The panic that these twenty-first-century abolitionist movements

¢ have whipped up about “sex trafficking” and “modern-day slavery” sup-
~ ports the intensification of the policing of local communities, internal and
. national borders, as it is presumed that only through close surveillance
- and regulation can “traffickers” be rooted out and punished and “victims”
. tescued and saved. This commitment to political agendas of criminaliza-

tion and punishment by the new abolitionists coincides neatly with other

state and international efforts to regulate the cross-border flows of people
b around claims of securitizing the nation, and supports both war and

b}

peacekeeping efforts designed to eradicate “terrorism” and instill Western

k!
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